CLINICAL chemistry, microscopy, and bacteriology 277 

An Operating Theatre in Private Practice. By C. Hamilton 
Whiteford, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Pp. 76. London: Harrison 
& Sons, 1912. 

The author describes the building and equipment of an econom¬ 
ical operating plant employed by him in connection with his private 
practice. It is well adapted to the needs of a surgeon living in a 
small town without the facilities of a large general hospital. Many 
of the original ideas in the book could be well copied in the operat¬ 
ing rooms of large hospitals. The lighting of the room is by a 
large window facing south which the author finds well suited to 
the English climate, being neither too hot in summer, and affording 
better light in winter. The fixtures are arranged as much as pos¬ 
sible flush with the walls, thus avoiding lodgement for dust. Among 
interesting features noticed are, an electric heating appliance for 
the operating table, a simple and efficient arm retainer, and a con¬ 
venient receptacle for nail brushes. Valuable points on technique 
from the author’s personal experience are given, as to sterilization, 
sutures, anesthesia, preparation, and after-treatment of the patient, 
etc. In an appendix are found useful facts on asepsis for nurses. 
The work would have been more complete if illustrated by a dia¬ 
gram. It can be recommended to anyone contemplating building 
an operating room either for private or general work. R. H. I. 


A Manual of Clinical Chemistry, Microscopy, and Bac¬ 
teriology. By M. Klopstock and A. Kowarskt. Pp. 371; 43 
illustrations; 16 plates. New York: Rebman Company, 1912. 

This book is a translation of a valuable laboratory manual 
which covers not only the technique of the common clinical labor¬ 
atory examinations, but also tKat of some less familiar that are of 
use in the study of ti e secretions of the conjunctiva, nose, mouth 
and pharynx, and of the sputum, gastric contents, urine, feces, 
blood, puncture fluids, and skin. Throughout the book much 
attention is devoted to bacteriological procedures, which are, for 
the most part, described in detail. The value of the volume is, 
however, seriously impaired by the extraordinary character of 
the translation of some portions. In a footnote on the first page 
the statement occurs: “All degrees of temperature quoted in this 
book are Celsius.” For American readers “Centigrade” should 
have been used instead of “Celsius.” In the first chapter the 
German “ Klatsch-preparata” is never translated to the equivalent 
“cover-slip preparation.” One is tempted, however, to close the 
book on coming to such a sentence as the following: “Diphtheria 
bacilli decompose dextrose and levulose under acid formation, 
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pseudo-diphtheria bacilli, as proven in numerous types of various 
origin are almost always inactive in both kinds* of sugar, and, 
but in rare cases, they are active in one, never in both.” Or this: 
“ Regarding their motility the views are divided. Some authors 
believe them to be immovable.” Or this: “They (spirochete) 
are corkscrew-shaped, very motile in shape and size, however, 
very much different from each other.” Even more serious is the 
error on page 7, where the statement is made that “Ox serum is 
rendered sterile by discontinuing sterilization at 55°.” The correct 
reading is “by discontinuous sterilization.” Fortunately no other 
chapter contains errors as absurd as those which render the first 
chapter more ludicrous than useful. The section on the Wasser- 
mann reaction is not entirely clear, being especially indefinite 
in that portion dealing with the titration of amboceptor and com¬ 
plement. On the other hand, the sections on gastric contents, 
feces, and urine are of great value, and include material not found 
in other laboratory manuals. The section devoted to the blood is 
brief and less complete. It is unfortunate that the value of so 
excellent a manual is diminished by imperfections in translation. 

J. H. A. 


Arthritis: A Study of the Inflammatory Diseases of Joints. 
By Peter Daniel, F.H.C.S., Senior Surgeon, Metropolitan 
Hospital; Surgeon to the Gordon Hospital; etc. Edited bv James 
Cantlie, M.A., M.B., C.M., Aberd., F.R.C.S. Eng., Surgeon, 
Seamen’s Hospital Society; Lecturer on Surgery, London School 
of Tropical Medicine. Pp. 515; 131 illustrations. New York: 
William Wood & Co. 

A\ itii an apology for unorthodox views, Cantlie has edited 
for Daniel a volume purporting to be a “study,” but in reality 
more nearly resembling a student’s eompend. 

It is crowded with matter, old and new, for the most part, some¬ 
what dogmatically expressed. Daniel, however, has evidently 
seen and considered an amount of clinical material which justifies 
some individuality of opinion, and enables him at times to advance 
points of value. 

The text is punctuated by capitals, italics, and parallel tables to 
a rather unfortunate degree, even though the book is designed 
as a “practical help.” In respect to scope and breadth of 
purpose, it deserves a wider field. 

The illustrations, which arc numerous, are usually semi- 
diagrammatic, but sometimes so inartistically done as to offend the 
reader in this age of pictorial excellence. 



